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AN ACT relating to optometry; to amend sections 71-1,133
and 71-1, 135. 02, Reissue Revised statutes of
Nebraska, l-943; to change Iicensing
requirements related to pharmaceutical agents;
to repeal the origi'na1 sections; and to
declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

secti.on 1. That section 71-1,133, Reissue
Revised statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read
as follows:

71-1, 133. Eor the purpese p.!r-r.p-a.qe-s of the
Uni.form Licensj.ng Law, the practice of oPtometry is
defined as being one or a combj'nation of the following,
without the use of surgery:

(1) The examination of the human eye to
diagnose, treat, or refer for consultation or treatment
any abnormal condition of the human eye or lj'd;

(2) The emPloyment of instruments, devices,
topical ocular pharmaceutical agents, excludi'ng
".ii-gl"t"o*" agents, atrd procedures intended for the
pr.poi" of investigating, examining, diagnosing, or
torrecting visual defects or abnormal conditions of the
human eye or lid; or

(3) The prescribing and aPplj.cation of lenses,
devices containlng Ienses, prisms, colrtact lenses,
optha+mie ophthalmic devices excludilrg Iaser surgery,
orttropti.=,- v,iJio. traininq, topical oiular
pharmaceutical agents lrhich treat eye infection,
inflammation, and sttperficial abrasions, and prostlletic
devices to correct, relieve, or treat defects or
abnormal conditions of the human eye or lid'

+H order to be graH€ed a *ieeHae €o pra€t+ee
optonetry in NebraskaT opt.onetrists gradHatiRE after
+bgS ane-applying fer a }ieeaae ii Nebraska and al}
eptenetrisli applyiag for: a lieeaee under reeiproei€y
shal} be eertified by the Cepartnent to uBe
pha"naeeutieal agents for diaqaeetie Purposea atrd for:
the"apeutie PBrP66es?
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That section 7I-1,L35.02, Reissueof Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read

purposes authorized under subdivision71-1,133 unless such person .lLqI submitsExamj.ners in Optometry evidence

use topical ocular pharmaceutical agents for di agno st i c
r (2) of section
to the Board of
of satisfactorycompletion of all edueationa+ reqHiremeHts as adopted bythe departnent up6R €he reeennendatien of the Board efExaniRets in gptene€"y a ol:armacoloqy___lQU!.Sg-___al__gn

i. nsti. tut i on ""c rldi ted 6v -l--lEElinll*or orof e s = i ona raccreditinq orqanization which is recoqnized bv ttreeouncil on postsecondarv Accreditation oi thE--UiitEEStates Department of Education and approved bvtlreDepartment of Health_ (b) passes an examiirition approvedby the department. and IEI has been mtifi"O Uy tt*department trpon the recommendatlon of the Bolrd ofExaminers- i.n Optometry as qualified to use topicalocular pharmaceutical agents for di.agnostic purptses.
The -department mav aporove for certificitiotr otri-suant. topqbdivision (1)(a) of this section a pharmacoloqi courseif such course inclrrdes:(il A studv of ocular anesthetics. mvdriatics_cvclool-ecrics- ocular toxicitv of oharmacEtrtici-I ;;;;t;oqular all-eroies of ocular aqents _ and-h;;;;;;il;l;effects of ocular druq substances:

(ii) The consideratiorr of the mechanism ofaetLion of anesthetics_ cvclopleoics_ and mydr.iatics in
htrman beinqs and tlte rrses of such substanies in tlredi.aqnosis of occrrrr.ino ocrrl.ar disordersr(iii) At Least one hundred horlrs of classroomedrtcati-on. clinical trairrinq. and examination, and 

-(iv) The correlation of the utilization ofoharmaceutical aqents and optical instrumentation nrdDrocedures.
fhe department may approve for certj-ficationpursuant to subdivision ( I ) (b) of thi.s section mexamination if such examination is:
(A) Based upon the competencies tauqht in apharmacoloqv course; atrd
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Sec- 2-
Revised Statutes
as follows:

71-1,13s.02.
this state- on or

(1)
after

No optometrist licensed in
duI l7; +9857

shaIl
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(B) Administered by an institution accredited
bv a reoionai or orofessional accreditino orqanization
wEich ii recoqnized bv the council on Postsecondary
Accreditation of the United States Deoartment of
Education and approved bv the Department of Health'

(2) No optometrist licensed in this state on
or after July 1?; 1985 the effective date of this act,
shaII use Lopical ocular pharmaceutical agents for
therapeutic purposes authorized under subdivisj'on (3) of
secti-on 71-1,133 unless such person lgL submits to the
Board of Examiners in Optometry evidence of satisfactory
completion of a mini.mum of one hundred hours since
January 1- 1984- of whj.ch forty hours shall be classroom
EEicatfon and sixty hours shaII be supervised clinical
tralninq as it ipplies to, optometrv with particular
ernphmis on ttre examination. <iiaonosis- and treatment of
ihe eye and adnexa a++ edueatienal requi:eneats aB

"dopE.d by the dePa"tnent upon thc reeonliendation ef the
geaid of- Exaniners *n eptonetry vhieh are offered by a
school or college approved by the department- (b) passes
an examination aoproved bv the dePartment- (c) and has
U""*".[ified by the department upon the recommendatj'on
of the Board of Examiners in Optometry to use topical
ocular pharmaceutlcal agents for therapeutic purposesl
and (di has been certified by the deoartment upon the
ircommendation of the Board of Examiners in Optometrv to
.,se topical ocrtlar oharmaceutical aoent= for diaonostic
ou.p""e;. The department may aDDrove for certificatj'on
pursuant to subdj.vj.sion (2) (a) of this sttbsection a
Iherapeutic course or courses of instrttcti'on' from an
imtilutioii accredited bv a reqional or professional
rccredj.tiiiq orqanization which is recotlnized by the
Corrrici.I on Postsecondarv Accreditation of the United
States Department of Education. that have been completed
after Jiiualy 1- 1984- such course or courses sh"Il-
ir)clude. but not be Iimited to:

( i ) Review of oetreral pharmacoloqv alrd
tlterapertsi s:

( ii) Review of ocular therapeutic
oharmacoloqy;

iiii) Diaonosis aI:d treatmelrt of diseases of
the Iid. .l.acrimal system- coniunctjva- sclera' and
epi sc Ie ra ;

(iv) Diaclnosi's of corneal disease and trauma
ir:clrtdilrq corneal foreiqn bodies;

(v) Diaqnosis and treatment of anterior
seqment eve d]see-gc-si(vl) CIj.nical procedures related to the
dj,aonosis al)d treatment of the eye and adnexa:
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(vii ) Ocular manifestations of systemicdi sease ;
(viii) Revien of svstemic disease syndromes:(ix) Ocular therapy includinq manaqement ofacute svstemic emerqencies: and(x) Consu.l-tati.on criteria in ocular diseaseand trauma.
Sec. 3. That original sections 71-1,133 and7l-1,135.02, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943,are repealed.
Sec. 4. Since an emergency exists, thj-s actshall be in full force and take effect, fro. and afterits passage and approval, according to Iarr.

-4- 315


